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Rat Race The Rat Race is the first album by the Australian indie rock band The Expanders, released
on 23 October 1996 by Mint Records. It was produced by Glenn Morrow, best known for his work
with Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds and Elliott Smith. It has been described as a "brilliantly tuneful,
wonderful piece of work". The album was re-released on vinyl by Mint with bonus tracks in 1999. In
2000, the album's title track was listed at No. 59 on Channel [V] New Zealand's annual poll of the
top 100 songs of all time. Background The album was recorded at Flinders Street Studios in
Melbourne, Australia during early 1996 and mastered at Futuredisc. Its cover art, designed by
Glenn Morrow, depicts The Expanders and former The Drones guitarist Charlie Owen (at right)
diving headfirst into a pond. Songs "The Rat Race" The song "The Rat Race" was the band's first
single and video, directed by Melbourne filmmaker Ben Edginton, featured The Expanders playing
in the Melbourne train network. "She Won't Leave You" "She Won't Leave You" was the second
single and video. Reception It has been described as an "incredibly tight" and "brilliantly tuneful"
record by Nathan Singer at AllMusic. Singer, however, criticised the album's lyrics and left out any
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reference to Charlie Owen, despite the latter's pivotal role in the band's original formation. "Who
said the rat race had to keep repeating itself? And who said we have to stand and wait for our
tickets to the workhouse?" – John Williamson, AllMusic.
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